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Law Firm Dell & Schaefer Wins $334,000 in
Owed Disability Benefits for Illinois Surgeon
BY JOHN FRIES
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appendectomy—an invasive procedure—
required that a person’s skin be cut.
After hearing four days of testimony, the
eight-person jury ruled that Parikh was
partially disabled, and as such was entitled
to the five years of long-term disability
benefits Unum had withheld under the disability insurance policy that Parikh purchased from them, awarding more than
$334,000 in disability insurance benefits.
Post-trial motions for attorney fees and
cost are pending.
According to Dell, Parikh’s case is far
from an uncommon situation. “Our firm
has pursued legal action against Unum on
numerous occasions,” he said. “Dr. Parikh’s
case was one of many in which Unum’s
practices for denying claims have been
called into question.” Unum, he added, has
received millions of dollars in fines for its
unreasonable and unlawful denial of disability claims. “Just last year, in fact,” said
Dell, “a jury in Nevada awarded $60 million to a man who sued Unum for a bad
faith denial of long-term disability benefits.”
Dell said the trial was “a victory for Dr.
Parikh, who was unfairly denied the benefits which he had paid Unum to provide in
the event he was no longer able to perform
his job as a general surgeon,” adding that,
“it is also a victory for thousands of disability claimants suffering from subjective
complaints of pain and the insurance companies deny their claim.”
He went on to say that, “this verdict
demonstrates that Unum continues to
ignore the 2004 agreement it entered into
with 48 states, in which its practices for
denying claims without reasonable justification were called into question,” Dell said.
Dell and his legal team now plan to pursue an Illinois bad faith claim to help
Parikh obtain an additional damages award
of up to 60% of the verdict, as well as attorney fees in excess of $250,000.
Gregory Michael Dell and the law offices of
Dell & Schaefer can be reached at
(800) 828-7583 or visit
www.DiAttorney.com.

